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pany and of which from the very nature of things there is not and could not be a record anywhere. Then again during the administration of Wellesley large sums of money were obtained from the princes of India, during the war carried on by that pro-consul. This state of things continued more or less actively right up to the end of Dalhousie's administration. There is no record extant of the diamonds, rubies and other precious stones, worth millions., which were removed from India during this time. The Koh-i-noor, of almost fabulous value, which was last in the possession of Ran-jit Singh, the ruler of independent Punjab, was only one of these. The system of international trade had not developed then and ways were open for the transference of wealth from one country to another otherwise than by means of trade. In fact it cannot be disputed that throughout India's connection with England quantities of Indian treasure were transferred to England, which are not shown4 in any account. In the days of the East India Company, this treasure consisted of "loot" during wars and of presents by princes and nobility, either voluntary or under compulsion.9 Since the assumption of the administration by the Crown, this has consisted of presents given by, or obtained from, the native princes and nobility in the shape of jewels or valuable goods. That these presents are given and received is a matter of public knowledge in India and cannot be altogether unknown to the Anglo-Indian brotherhood of the East India Association. What the total value of these presents is, there is no means of ascertaining. But in no case can it be a trifling amount, and if we were to add compound interest, the amount would swell to a very large figure. One finds references to these presents scattered in histories, accounts of tra-, vellers, private letters published, and in other documents in the British Museum. That the recipients of these presents must have rendered "services" to the givers thereof, there can be no doubt. But that India has been drained to that extent remains an indisputable fact. Then it must be borne in mind that throughout the British dominatioji of India a large portion of that part of the revenue of India which was spent in India has gone into the pockets of Europeans employed in the civil and military departments of the Company, and after them, of the Crown. For a long time the natives were employed only in the very lowest possible offices, as menials or clerks or sepoys. There were very few, if any, natives* in the subordinate ranks of civil and military offices during the first 80 years of the East India Company's rule. Even now a large portion of Indian revenues spent in India falls under tha{ head.
9Observes Mr. J. S. Cotton in Colonies and Dependencies, Mac-millan & Co., 1883 : "The first generation of English rulers helped to drain th? country of its inhe.ited riches."